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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will read novels, non-fiction texts, and poetry that all deal with self-discovery. After discussing and synthesizing the ideas
presented, students will create a personal narrative based on the theme of self-discovery. For a final assessment students will view a painting,
photograph or other medium from which they will write the first page of a story that establishes a context, point of view, relevant details, and
sensory language. Primary instructional materials for this unit include: The Outsiders (SL), Tom Sawyer (H) as well as supplemental short
stories, poetry, and non-fiction articles. 

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 7

Cite several pieces of textual evidence
to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.7.1
Cite several pieces of textual evidence
to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.1
Engage and orient the reader by
establishing a context and point of view
and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence

T1 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T2 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts
in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T3

Thematic:  Students will be able to read, analyze, and create texts to evaluate the ways
individuals face the challenges of growing up.

T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 Q1
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that unfolds naturally and logically.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3.A
Introduce a topic clearly, previewing
what is to follow; organize ideas,
concepts, and information, using
strategies such as definition,
classification, comparison/contrast, and
cause/effect; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts,
tables), and multimedia when useful to
aiding comprehension. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.2.A
Determine a theme or central idea of a
text and analyze its development over
the course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.2
Determine two or more central ideas in
a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.2
Develop the topic with relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2.B
Use narrative techniques, such as
dialogue, pacing, and description, to
develop experiences, events, and/or
characters. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3.B
Analyze how particular elements of a
story or drama interact (e.g., how
setting shapes the characters or plot).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.3
Analyze the interactions between
individuals, events, and ideas in a text
(e.g., how ideas influence individuals or
events, or how individuals influence
ideas or events). CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.3
Delineate a speaker's argument and
specific claims, evaluating the

Thematic: As a kid growing up, cumulative
experience or a major event reveals
apprehension of a complex world that can
be hostile and uncertain. 

U2 (U105) Great literature is intentionally
crafted to explore enduring human themes
transferable across time and place.
U3 (U103) Readers support their
conclusions (inferences and interpretations)
by citing appropriate evidence within the
text.
U4 (U201) Identifying the genre of a text,
and how the purpose, point of view, and
organizational structure helps readers
analyze and comprehend the text.
U5 (U302) Readers make meaning through
close reading of the text(s) and personal
connections to the topic.
U6 (U703) To be effective, written and
spoken text (arguments, explanatory,
narrative) must be supported with sound
evidence, sufficient detail, and/or valid
reasoning.
U7 (U602) Writers and speakers develop,
express, and clarify their thinking in order to
communicate effectively.

Thematic:How do kids growing up begin to
understand the messiness of the world they live
in? How do they reconcile that with what they
thought to be true? 

Q2 (Q108) How do people, events, and ideas
change/develop within the text? (K-12) Whose
voices are heard/not heard? (6-12)
Q3 (Q103) What is my purpose for reading? (K-
12) How does it influence how I read? (3-12)
Q4 (Q305) What does a close (careful) reading
require? (K-12)
Q5 (Q205) How can I infer the author`s purpose
and message? (K-12)
Q6 (Q206) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q7 (Q704) How do I develop and revise my
writing using appropriate tools and techniques?
(3-12)

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Engage in effective literary discussion through
summarizing and making connections

S2

Provide an objective summary of a text

S3

Identify a theme or central idea of a text and
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soundness of the reasoning and the
relevance and sufficiency of the
evidence. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.3
Use a variety of transition words,
phrases, and clauses to convey
sequence and signal shifts from one
time frame or setting to another.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3.C
Use appropriate transitions to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.2.C
Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of
rhymes and other repetitions of sounds
(e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or
stanza of a poem or section of a story
or drama. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.4
Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact
of a specific word choice on meaning
and tone. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 13 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.4
Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about or
explain the topic. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.2.D
Use precise words and phrases,
relevant descriptive details, and
sensory language to capture the action
and convey experiences and events.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3.D

show how it's supported with textual evidence

S4

Compare various texts based on the same
theme

S5

Utilize the writing process to develop a
narrative
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Analyze the structure an author uses to
organize a text, including how the
major sections contribute to the whole
and to the development of the ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.5
Establish and maintain a formal style.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2.E
Provide a conclusion that follows from
and reflects on the narrated
experiences or events. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.3.E
With some guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on how
well purpose and audience have been
addressed. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.5
Analyze how an author develops and
contrasts the points of view of different
characters or narrators in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.6
Determine an author's point of view or
purpose in a text and analyze how the
author distinguishes his or her position
from that of others. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.6
Provide a concluding statement or
section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation
presented. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2.F
Trace and evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text, assessing
whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient to
support the claims. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.8
Write routinely over extended time
frames (time for research, reflection,
and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of discipline-specific tasks,
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purposes, and audiences. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.10
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